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 FCCWRT SPECIAL EVENT  

RE-CREATED GARDNER EXHIBIT 
OPENS AT PRY HOUSE  

Mr. BRADY has done something to bring 
home to us the terrible reality and 
earnestness of war. If he has not brought 
bodies and laid them in our dooryards and 
along the streets, he has done something very 
like it. 

     – New York Times October 20, 1862 

On Fri., Oct. 5, “Bringing The Story of War 
to Our Doorsteps,” the stunning re-creation of 
the original 1862 Brady Gallery exhibit of 
Alexander Gardner’s photos of the Dead at 
Antietam, opened at the Pry House Museum 
located on the Antietam National Battlefield. 

  A month after Antietam, well-known 
photographer Matthew Brady shocked the 
country with an exhibit at his New York City 
gallery of Gardner’s photos of dead but not 
yet buried Confederate soldiers, taken in the 
immediate aftermath of the Battle. So 
powerful were the photos that President 
Lincoln immediately moved to prevent 
publication — a policy that exists to this day.   

The exhibit is a joint project of the Frederick 
County Civil War Roundtable, the National 
Museum of Civil War Medicine, and Hood 
College.  Two second floor rooms of the Pry 
House were turned into the “Brady Gallery,” 
replicating the original exhibit which was on the 
second floor of the Brady Gallery. Twenty of 

Gardner’s photos are 
displayed, including 
several original Gardner 
photos from the 
collection of Robert 
Zeller, president of the 
Center for Civil War 
Photography and chief 
adviser for the exhibit. 

              (Continued on Page 3, See Exhibit) 

 

 

 

 

 

November Meeting 
 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 
7:30 PM 

at the 
National Museum  

of Civil War Medicine 
48 East Patrick Street 
Frederick, Maryland   

Speaker:  Dr. Tom Clemens 

Author, Professor, Antietam Battlefield Guide 

   Subject:  “Antietam in Their Own Words” 

Our Speaker 
We are delighted to 
welcome back Dr. 
Tom Clemens, author, 
history professor and 
noted authority on the 
Battle of Antietam. 
Tom has earned broad 

recognition and high praise for his brilliant editing and 
annotation of The Maryland Campaign of 1862, Volume I, 
South Mountain (Savas Beattie 2010), and his recently 
released The Maryland Campaign of 1862, Volume II, 
Antietam — two volumes of Ezra Carman’s 1,800-page 
meticulously detailed eyewitness account of the Maryland 
Campaign. Tom’s program promises fresh insight into 
Antietam by sharing personal accounts from the letters of  
Antietam veterans collected by the Battlefield Board, as  
well as from the papers of John Mead Gould. 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 
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Twenty-eight years after the battle, in 1890, the  
Antietam Battlefield Board was established to 
oversee the preservation of the Sharpsburg site,  in- 

cluding surveying and 
locating specific battle 
areas and acquiring the 
land needed to erect 
more than 200 cast iron 
tablets marking the 
positions and lines of the  
battle. Ezra Carman 
was named Historical  

Expert of the Battlefield Board in 1894, and he and 
other board members gathered firsthand accounts, 
maps, and personal letters from Antietam veterans 
and created the iron markers. These tablets, most of 
which are in place to this day, provide an 
historically accurate, impartial and authenticated 
account of the 1862 campaign.   

Another significant contributor to 
documenting Antietam was Maj. 
John Gould, who as a young 
lieutenant at Antietam, was one of 
the soldiers who carried the fatally 
injured Gen. Joseph Mansfield to 
the rear on Sept.17.  In later years,  

Gould corresponded widely with Antietam 
veterans, and gave hundreds of these letters to the 
Battlefield Board, contributing to its success. 

A Battlefield Guide and Antietam volunteer for 
more than 30 years, Tom Clemens began editing the 
Carman manuscript in the 1990s, while earning his 
doctorate at George Mason University where he 
studied under distinguished scholar Dr. Joseph 
Harsh. Tom recently retired after 34 years of 
teaching history at Hagerstown Community College. 
In addition to his published books, he has been 
featured in many documentaries including the film 
at the Antietam Visitors Center and A&E’s Civil 
War Journal.  Tom also is a founding member of the 
Save Historic Antietam Foundation, Inc. a non-
profit preservation organization, and has served as 
its president since 1986.  

Next  Month’s  Speaker 
At our next meeting, Dec. 20, at 7:30 pm, along 
with our annual Christmas Party, Monocacy 
National Battlefield Superintendent Rae Emerson 
will discuss the Future of the Monocacy Battlefield 
and the Thomas House Renovation. 

The Prez Sez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Should Be Proud! 
I'm speaking of our involvement 
with "Bringing the Story of War to 
our Doorsteps" now exhibiting at the 
Pry House. I was there on Saturday, 
Oct. 20, when approximately 200  

folks came through the exhibit, including two 
separate bus loads from Indiana and New York. 

Everyone seemed impressed with the stark 
realism and cruelty revealed by the photos in such 
detail. Lots of questions were generated about the 
photos, as well as questions about the Civil War in 
general.  

Be sure to get to the Pry House and think about 
the sad, moving events that took place in the autumn 
of 1862. 

Jack 
 

Union Tablet #105 at  
Antietam National Battlefield 

 
At our October meeting, 
history professor, author 
and interpretive park 
ranger John Hoptak, 
speaking without notes 
or a slide presentation, 
held FCCWRT members 
and guests spellbound 
with a detailed and richly  

woven narrative of the importance of the Battle of 
South Mountain to the outcome of the Civil War. 
John is the author of numerous books, including 
The Battle of South Mountain and Antietam: 
September 17, 1862, both published in 2011. 
 
  
 

At last month’s meeting. . . 

Collectors Item 

Postcards on sale at Pry House exhibit 
Postcards featuring Alexander Gardner’s 

Antietam photos, currently on display at the Pry 
House Museum at Antietam National Battlefield, 
will be available for sale at the exhibit. They are 
$1.50 each, a set of six for $6.00. 

The “Bringing the Story of War to our 
Doorsteps” exhibit is open weekends from 11am 
to 5 pm through the month of December.  
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Calendar of Events 

Note: Gardner Exhibit at Pry House Museum extended 
by popular demand through the month of December. 

Now through Dec. 31, Gardner Photo Exhibit, Pry 
House Museum, Antietam National Battlefield, MD 
Re-creation of the controversial 1862 Brady Gallery exhibit 
of noted photographer Alexander Gardner’s photos of the 
dead but not yet buried soldiers on the Antietam Battlefield. 
Weekends 11-5 at the Pry House Field Hospital and 
Museum on the battlefield grounds. For additional 
information: www.frederickcountycivilwarrt.org. 

Nov. 12, Library of Congress Exhibit, Washington, DC 
Major exhibit, “Civil War in America” opens at Library of 
Congress, commemorating the Sesquicentennial. Features 
more than 175 unique items, many never before on public 
view. Free. Mon. through Sat., 8:30am – 4:30pm, in the 
Southwest Exhibition Gallery of Thomas Jefferson 
Building. Through May 23, 2013. For information: 
www.loc.gov. 

Nov. 19, Gettysburg Dedication Day, Gettysburg, PA  
149th Anniversary of the Gettysburg Address, Soldiers’ 
National Cemetery. Wreath-laying ceremony at 9:30 am, 
followed by keynote speaker film director Steven Spielberg 
at 10. Sponsored by Lincoln Fellowship of Pennsylvania, 
Gettysburg National Military Park & Civil War Institute at 
Gettysburg College. Free, outdoors.  Limited seating, 
please bring chairs. For information: 717-337-6590, 
www.gettysburg.edu/civilwar/institute. 

Nov. 19, USCT Salute, Gettysburg, PA  
Graveside salute to the US Colored Troops. Soldiers’ 
National Cemetery, immediately following Dedication Day 
ceremony.  Information: www.gettysburghistories.com. 

Nov. 30, Candlelight Tour, Boonsboro, MD 
Rural Heritage Village by Candlelight, Washington County 
Rural Heritage Museum. Guided tour showcasing Civil 
War Era holiday decorations. $10, family; $5, single.  
Contact: 240-420-1714, www.ruralheritagemuseum.org. 

Dec 1, Antietam National Battlefield Illumination, 
Sharpsburg, MD, 6pm 
Annual Antietam National Battlefield Illumination. Also, 
from 11-5, living history & exhibits at Pry House Field 
Hospital & Gen. McClellan’s Headquarters. Additional 
information: 301-416-2395, www.CivilWarMed.org. 

Through July, Photography Exhibit, Washington, DC 
“Experience Civil War Photography: From the Home Front 
to the Battlefront,” produced by Smithsonian Institution & 
Civil War Trust,  sponsored by History in the Smithsonian 
Castle. Stereoviews, daguerreotypes, tintypes, ambrotypes, 
two videos. Information: http://civilwar150.si.edu. 
 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit of  Photos (continued from Page 1) 

The prints, made from high definition Library of 
Congress digital files, are in the same dimensions and 
style as the originals. A special 3-D presentation enables 
viewers to experience the photos as they were originally 
shot with the stereoscopic twin-lens cameras popular in 
that era. The majority of Gardner’s photos were taken 
with such a camera. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the photos, interpretive displays explore 
how American society portrayed death at the start of the 
Civil War, how these photographs were received in 
1862, and how the coverage of war has evolved since 
the publication of Gardner's photos. 

Following the exhibit opening, journalist Henry Allen 
spoke at the museum on Oct. 6. Allen, longtime former 
Washington Post culture critic received the Pulitzer 
Prize in 2000 for his writing on photography. For more 
on his visit to the exhibit, go to www.herald-mail.com, 
keyword Henry Allen. 

Because of excellent public response, the exhibit has 
been extended to run weekends from 11 to 5 through 
December. For additional information, call 301-416-
2395 or contact: www.WarOnOurDoorSteps.net. 

The following FCCWRT members assisted with this 
project in the planning, implementation, and as docents 
at the site: Bob Kozak, Joanne Ivancic, Jack Brennan, 
Jack Sheriff, Phil Wiest, Mike Clem, Ron and Diane 
Hess, Jim Enright, Phillip Dean, Gail Stephens, and Ron 
and Jeanne Banta. 

Kudos to Bob Kozak for planning, organizing and 
directing the exhibit. And, thanks to one and all for 
making this historic event possible! 

 
 

From top left: 
Pulitzer Prize 
winning journalist 
Henry Allen 
discusses the 
exhibit; visitors 
view photos in 3-D; 
and, interpretive 
displays enhance the 
viewing experience.  
Photos by  
Joanne Ivancik 
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MISSION 
TO cultivate and preserve Frederick County’s Civil War 
heritage and broaden the understanding of the Civil War Era 
and its impact on our nation. 

TO explore the many facets of the Civil War from the 
battlefield to first-person narratives, including guest lectures 
by writers and historians. 
TO support historical projects and activities aimed at 
increasing public interest and appreciation of our Civil War 
history, both locally and nationally. 

          2012-2013 Board of Directors 

Jack Sheriff, President                      301-371-4148 
jbsheriff1@comcast.net 
Phillip Dean, Vice President     
pd10X@comcast.net 
Jim Enright, Secretary   301-514-3741 
jpenright@potomacadvisors.com 
Bob Kozak, Treasurer           301-644-1396 
KZAKR@aol.com 
Matt Borders, Archivist      301-639-6580 
mborders@comcast.net 
Jack Brennan, Webmaster          
jackAC3@comcast.net    
Gail Stephens, Program Chair                   
john_stephens@comcast.net 
Kathy Fullerton, Membership Chair      
katfull@aol.com 

For questions, comments or dues, contact: 

FCCWRT 
P.O. Box 3232,  Frederick MD  21705-3232 

www.frederickcountycivilwarrt.org 
 

Banner of the Blue and Gray Editor: Nancy Enright 

Ramblings from the Raffle Table 
It was great to see so many of you at our October 

meeting. Thank you all for your patience as I 
fumbled with change. They say “practice makes 
perfect,” so buy lots of tickets in November so I can 
get better at it. Having the raffle drawing prior to the  
program seemed to be a success and 
gave us a chance to give our full 
attention to our speaker during and 
after the program. So come to the 
meetings early and have a chance to 
get your raffle tickets and WIN. 

Anne Long, a docent and 
historian at Harper’s Ferry 
donated a generous box of books 
to augment our selections. I’m 
having fun making the choices for 
November. To give you just a hint 
there’s The Freemantle Diary and 
James Robertson’s The Stonewall 
Brigade (can anyone have too 
much Stonewall Jackson?) to men- 
tion just two. Winter is coming so let us help build 
up your “to read on a snowy day” stack of books. 

Remember the raffle helps our Round Table 
support local educational opportunities and the Civil 
War Trust.  See you at the Raffle Table! 

        Kathi 
 

Spielberg to speak at Gettysburg ceremony 
Film director Steven Spielberg will be the 
keynote speaker at this year’s Gettysburg 
Dedication Day ceremony, Nov. 19, at 10 
am, at the Soldiers’ National Cemetery, 
Spielberg, a giant in the film industry, will 
speak two days after releasing his most 
recent movie, Lincoln, written by Pulitzer  

Prize winner Tony Kushner and starring Daniel Day-
Lewis. The film is based in part on Doris Kearns 
Goodwin’s book, Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln. The ceremony is outdoors and visitors 
are advised to bring chairs.  (See Calendar listing, Page 3) 
 

The Bookshelf 
Lincoln’s Hundred Days: The Emancipation Proclamation 
and the War for the Union, by Louis P. Masur, 384 pp., 
2012, Harvard University Press, Boston, MA. 
This scholarly effort sheds needed light on the 100 days 
between Lincoln’s issuing of the preliminary 
emancipation proclamation and the permanent document 
on Jan. 1, 1863. The author traces the political debates, 
Lincoln’s own consideration of various alternatives, such 
as colonization, and ultimately shows that he never 
wavered from his prime tenent of freeing the slaves. This 
makes a valuable contribution to understanding the import 
of what may be Lincoln’s greatest achievement. 

September Suspense: Lincoln’s Union in Peril, by Dennis 
E. Frye, 304 pp., 2012, Antietam Rest Publishing, MD.  
Dennis Frye, chief historian at Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park (FCCWRT speaker this past April), 
focuses on September 1862 as the most striking month of 
the War, and turns to the newspapers of the day to take 
readers back in time to experience the dramatic events as 
they happened. This excellent book gives readers a deeper 
understanding of the difficulties Lincoln faced each and 
every day of that fateful month.   


