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Our Betty
By now most of you
know that Betty
Ridgley, a 20-year
active founding
member of the
FCCWRT, passed
away on July 6th after a
long, courageous battle
with cancer. Those of us lucky enough to
have known Betty knew she was special.
Betty was like the “Most Unforgettable
Character” in the Reader’s Digest. She
was able to balance her love of Civil War
history with her love of Elvis in perfect
harmony. She and her wonderful
husband, Jim, lived in Frederick where
Betty was a long-term care nurse with the
Frederick County Health Department —
and she had that remarkable gift of giving
that dedicated nurses have.
Over the past 20 years, she selflessly
and tirelessly committed herself to the
Roundtable. She served as Board
Secretary and Treasurer, kept the
membership lists updated, wrote, edited,
and distributed the Banner newsletter nine
months a year, and kept alumni around
the world in touch with the Roundtable.
Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman, in
describing the contribution to the war
effort of Mary Ann “Mother” Bickerdyke
who was a famous hospital administrator
to Union soldiers and who — like Betty
— was also a nurse, simply exclaimed:
“She outranks me!”
Well, through her inspiring leadership
under terrible health conditions, her work
ethic, creativity, and devotion to her
beloved Roundtable’s mission these past
20 years, Betty outranked us all. She is,
and always will be, the spirit of our
Roundtable and will be missed by all.
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September Meeting
Date: Thursday, September 17, 2009
Time: 7:30 PM
LOCATION CHANGE FOR SEPT. MEETING ONLY
Location:

C. Burr Artz Public Library
(2 doors down from NMCWM)
110 East Patrick Street
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Speaker:

Mr. Marc Leepson

Subject:

Desperate Engagement:

How a Little-Known Civil War Battle Saved
Washington, D.C. and Changed American History

Our Speaker
Marc Leepson is a noted historian,
journalist and author who specializes in
writing about American history. He is
the author of six books and will discuss
his most recent, Desperate Engagement:
How a Little-Known Civil War Battle
Saved Washington, D.C., and Changed
American History, a history of the Battle
of Monocacy, July 9, 1864.
In his book, Mr. Leepson tells the story of the difference
one day can make in the life of a war. He recreates in vivid
detail the pivotal battle on the banks of the Monocacy River
in Frederick, MD, that foiled Confederate Gen. Jubal A.
Early’s vision of capturing Washington and changing the
outcome of the War. Based on his extensive research of
private letters, and historical writings, he presents a
comprehensive account of Gen. Early’s attempt to clear the
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the way for Confederate forces to march on the
Capital and the effort of Gen. Lew Wallace,
eventually best known as the author of Ben-Hur,
to halt that threat. The Union forces lost the
Battle but the one-day delay enabled Gen. U.S.
Grant to summon enough Union troops to
Washington to discourage the Confederates’
plan of attack.
Mr. Leepson has written for many newspapers
and magazines including the Washington Post,
Washington Post Magazine, Smithsonian, Civil
War Times Illustrated, New York Times, New
York Times Book Review, Military History,
Baltimore Sun, and Chicago Tribune. He also
has been a long-time contributor to the
Encyclopedia Americana Yearbook.
In addition, Mr. Leepson has been arts editor
and columnist for The VVA Veteran since 1986.
He is the editor of Webster’s New World
Dictionary of the Vietnam War.
He has made numerous appearances on
television and radio programs including The
Today Show, The History Channel, The
Discovery Channel, All Things Considered,
CNN, CNBC, and NPR. He has presented
papers at academic conferences at the University
of Notre Dame and the College of William and
Mary, among many others.
An adjunct instructor of history at Lord
Fairfax Community College in Warrenton, VA,
he earned a B.A. in history from George
Washington University in 1967. A Vietnam
War veteran, he also earned a Master’s Degree
in history from George Washington University
in 1971.
Mr. Leepson lives in Middleburg, VA, with
his wife and their two children.
Next Month’s Speaker
David Shriver Lovelace will speak on the
topic of John Brown’s Raid, October 1859 —
the Frederick Militia — at our next meeting,
Thursday, Oct. 15.
Location Note: The October meeting will be
at our usual location: The National Museum of
Civil War Medicine, 48 E. Patrick Street in
downtown Frederick, MD.

FCFCCWRT Business
The Prez Sez
As you know, after a brave bout with cancer,
our Betty passed on to glory on July 6. Jim
Enright has agreed to step in as our Secretary
and Bob Kozak will be our Treasurer. Jeff Aery
has agreed to come on as our eighth Director,
and we welcome him.

Our new Board of Directors, from left, Jack Brennan, Jeff Aery,
Donnie Toms, Dottie Toms, Jim Enright, Phil Dean, Jack
Sheriff, and Bob Kozak.

For those of you who missed our picnic in
Boonsboro on Aug. 16, a good time was had by
all. My thanks to Phil and the fine ladies of the
Roundtable for a delicious meal. I highly
recommend that everyone make a trip to the
Boonsboro Museum of History, which is
absolutely packed with Civil War relics.
Donnie
A Fitting Tribute
Throughout Betty Ridgley’s 20 years of
serving the FCCWRT, one of her top priorities
was to provide financial support to the Civil
War Preservation Trust to help preserve our
nation’s Civil War battlefields. A fitting tribute
to Betty would be to contribute to the CWPT in
her name by giving a check (payable to CWPT)
or cash donation to one of our Board of
Directors at the September meeting.
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Roundtable Book Raffles
Support the CWPT
Throughout the years,
we have supported the
work of the Civil War
Preservation Trust, a
national
organization
devoted to maintaining
and preserving historic
Civil War land tracts
BoD member Dottie Toms
through our annual
donations. This money comes in part from our
membership fees and the remainder from the
proceeds of our monthly book raffles. Under the
supervision of BoD member Dottie Toms, books
and other items related to the Civil War are
raffled at each monthly meeting.
Raffle tickets are sold at the beginning of the
meeting and the drawing is held at the end. You
can support our raffle program by:
— Donating books and other items related to
the Civil War for the monthly raffles. Bring the
items you want to donate to the meetings and
give them to Dottie Toms.
— Purchasing several dollars’ worth of
tickets at each meeting. All of the money
collected through the raffle goes to support the
CWPT.
For more information or to receive monthly
updates on the CWPT, go to www.civilwar.org.

Calendar of Events
Sept. 11-13, Battle Anniversary Weekend at
Antietam
A full schedule including special battlefield hikes,
two concerts by the Wildcat Band on Saturday;
living history firing demonstrations on Sunday.
Sept. 12, Citizens for the Preservation of
Middletown Valley (CPMV) Union
Reenactors’ March
Sponsored by the CPMV, the march commemorates
the Battle of South Mountain, Sept. 12, 1862.
Donations and volunteers are needed for the march.
All proceeds will be donated to the Civil War
Preservation Trust. For more information, visit
www.cpmv.org.

Calendar of Events (continued)
Sept. 17, Antietam Battle Anniversary Hike
A commemorative all-day hike of the Antietam
Battlefield will be held. For additional details,
www.nps.gov.
Sept. 19-20, Pry House Anniversary Weekend,
Living History, Pry House Field Hospital
Museum adjacent to Antietam Battlefield,
11am-5pm
Presentations on various aspects of Civil War
medicine including a portrayal of a Union field
surgeon, headquarters guard 5th NY Fire Zouaves,
1st Corps, Army of Northern Virginia Headquarters,
and a depiction of the camp life of soldiers, and
civilian’s experiences. 11am-5pm.
For more
information call 301-416-2395.
Sept. 26-27, Living History, Pry House,
11am-3pm
Gilmore's Raiders will be in camp at the house.
Come meet the soldiers and scouts to experience
what a raider's camp was like during the Civil War.
Mountain Howitzers will be on display. For more
information, call 301-416-2395 or visit the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine online at
www.civilwarmed.org.
Oct. 2-4, 17th Annual Conference on Civil War
Medicine, Towson, MD
Lectures, bus tour, artifact displays. Special preconference banjo presentation by George
Wunderlich, Director, National Museum of Civil
War Medicine (NMCWM). Sponsored by the
NMCWM, Frederick, MD. For further information,
contact Karen Thomassen at 301-695-1864, or at
Museum@civilwarmed.org.
Oct. 4, Antietam Battlefield Tour
Jack Sheriff, local Civil War historian and Board
member and Archivist of the Frederick County Civil
War Roundtable will lead a driving and short
walking tour. The tour will last about three hours,
with stops at “The Cornfield,” “Mumma Farm,”
“Bloody Lane” and “Burnside Bridge.”
An optional dinner will follow at the Bavarian Inn.
Muster at 12:30pm at the Antietam Battlefield
Visitors Center. For additional information, contact
Jack Sheriff, 301-371-4148, jbsheriff1@comcast.net.
In the DC area, contact Garry Laskin, 301-7744496, garrylaskin@df-group.com.
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Special Notices
Update: Frederick County incinerator
(information from the 9/2009 Civil War News)
On June 23, the Frederick County Commissioners
voted 3-2 to proceed with a Waste-to-Energy (WTE)
incinerator at the county-owned McKinney Industrial
Park, across the Monocacy River from the Monocacy
National Battlefield Park.
In April, the Commissioners voted to suspend the
bidding process in light of growing opposition. The
June vote, however, included a plan to remove the
300-ft. smokestack at the closed Essroc cement plan.
Despite the new plan, Monocacy Battlefield Park
Superintendent Susan Trail is still concerned and has
called for an independent assessment. The proposed
WTE site, once part of the McKinney farm, lies
outside the park boundary but within the Monocacy
National Battlefield National Historic Landmark.
Civil War Preservation Trust spokeswoman Mary
Koik notes the new stack will be “markedly closer to
historic resources and vistas on the battlefield, a
much more looming presence.”

Pry House in need of Museum docents
The Pry House Field Hospital Museum is looking
for people interested in working as docents to guide
guests through the exhibits, answer questions and
assist in conducting programs and tours. Flexible
hours. Knowledge of the Civil War and/or 19th
Century American culture preferred. Contact Susan
Rosenvold, Director of Education, 301-416-2395,
www.civilwarmed.org.

REMINDER
Membership annual dues are due in September:
$30 for individuals, $50 for families.
Change of location for the September meeting
only: The meeting will be held at the C. Burr
Artz Public Library, 110 E. Patrick St., Frederick
(2 doors down from the NMCWM).

MISSION
•TO cultivate and preserve Frederick
County’s Civil War heritage and broaden
the understanding of the Civil War Era and its
impact on our nation.
•TO explore the many facets of the Civil
war from the battlefield to first-person
narratives, including guest lectures by writers
and historians.
•TO support historical projects and
activities aimed at increasing public interest
and appreciation of our Civil War history, both
locally and nationally.

2009-2010 Board of Directors
Donnie Toms, President
301-668-8660
ddtoms@comcast.net
Phillip Dean, Vice President 301-865-8202
pd10X@comcast.net
Jim Enright, Secretary
Cell: 301-514-3741
jpenright@potomacadvisors.com
Bob Kozak, Treasurer
301-644-1396
KZAKR@aol.com
Jack Sheriff, Archivist
301-371-4148
jbsheriff1@comcast.net
Jack Brennan, Webmaster
301-829-4415
jackAC3@comcast.net
Dottie Toms, Director
301-668-8660
ddtoms@comcast.net
Jeff Arey, Director
301-874-2609
jeff.arey@comcast.net
Communications, dues, questions or comments for
the Roundtable should be directed to:
FCCWRT
P.O. BOX 3232
For additional information:

frederickcountycivilwarrt.org

IMPORTANT MEMBER NOTICE
To our members who receive the Banner newslettter through the US mail, if you have an email address,
please contact our Secretary, Jim Enright at jpenright@potomacadvisors.com so that we may add you to
our newsletter email address list. Because we are non-profit, having your email address offers many
benefits:
1) It reduces our expenses for printing and mailing.
2) It enables you to see the photos or other graphics in color.
3) It enables us to communicate more effectively with you about important Roundtable issues
and to contact you quickly when necessary.
Please be assured that your email address will not be distributed without your express permission.

