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A bounty of
Sesquicentennial
riches in
Washington, DC
How fortunate we are to live in the Frederick
area — a virtual hub of Sesquicentennial events!
But with so much available in our own back yard,
we may overlook Washington, DC, the prime
repository of our nation’s history. Here’s a small
sample of not-to-be-missed 150th Anniversary
exhibits — just “down the road apiece.”
Library of Congress: Recently opened, the “Civil
War in America” exhibition is the centerpiece of
the Library’s Sesquicentennial commemoration.
Featuring more than 175 items, many never before
displayed, it includes key documents such as
Lincoln’s reading copy of his 2nd Inaugural Address,
the diary of a Georgia teenager, and personal
accounts written by Union veterans who lost limbs in
the War. The exhibit chronicles the story of the War
through diaries, maps, newspapers, song sheets, and
much more. Free, Mon.-Sat., 8:30-4:30, through
May 23, Southwest Exhibition Gallery, Thomas
Jefferson Building.
Smithsonian American Art Museum: The
“Civil War and American Art” exhibit reveals
how America’s artists interpreted the impact and
aftermath of the Civil War. Anchoring the exhibit
are four of America’s leading artists: Winslow
Homer, Eastman Johnson, Frederic Church and
Sanford Gifford. The exhibit includes 57 works,
along with 18 vintage battlefield photographs that
document the carnage of the War. Free, daily 11:30 7pm, 1st Floor West, through April 28.
Ford’s Theatre: “Torn in Two: 150th Anniversary
of the Civil War” is a special exhibition, created by
the Norman B. Leventhal Map Center at the Boston
Public Library. It takes a geographical approach
(Continued on Page 3, See Washington)

January Meeting
Thursday, January 17, 2013
7:30 PM
National Museum of Civil War Medicine
48 East Patrick Street,
Frederick, Maryland
Speaker: Susan Rosenvold
Superintendent, Clara Barton’s
Missing Soldiers Office
Topic: Clara Barton – More Than
A Battlefield Angel

Our Speaker

T

his month’s speaker, Susan Rosenvold, will be a
familiar face to many of us who know her work
operating the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine’s Pry House Field Hospital Museum located
on the grounds of the Antietam National Battlefield.
Susan will discuss Clara Barton’s extraordinary life and
work, including her years as the legendary “Angel of
the Battlefield” during the Civil War,
her post-war efforts to help families
search for missing soldiers, and her
enduring legacy of a half-century of
dedicated service to our country.
Susan also will explore what
motivated this nurse, educator and
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founder of the American Red Cross to become the
leading woman of her era.
In March 1865, Clara opened her Missing
Soldiers Office on the 3rd floor of a modest
Washington boarding house on 7th Street where she
lived. Dividing the space
between her living quarters
and the office, Clara worked
diligently for more than two
years with her staff of 12. She
answered more than 63,000
inquiries and published names
of missing soldiers in an effort
to reach anyone with any
knowledge of the missing.
Over the years, she managed
to identify the status of more
than 22,000 missing men.
A few years after Clara
closed her office and moved
from the 7th Street house, the
landlord boarded up the 3rd
floor
and
it
remained
untouched for over a century.
By 1996, the empty structure
was scheduled to be torn
down. Imagine, then, the
surprise
when
carpenter
Richard Lyons, who was
preparing the building for
demolition, reached into a
crawl space on the 3rd floor
and found a small brass sign
and other artifacts of the Missing Soldiers Office.
The building was spared the wrecking ball and now,
17 years after its rediscovery, Clara Barton’s Missing
Soldiers Office will open in September as a museum,
under NMCWM management with Susan
Rosenvold as Superintendent and Historian.
Prior to her position with the Missing Soldiers
Office, Susan operated the NMCWM’s awardwinning Pry House Field Hospital Museum at
Antietam National Battlefield as Director of
Education from 2007-2011 and was recipient of the
Save Historic Antietam Foundation’s 2012
Sesquicentennial Award. Currently, Susan is writing
a biography of Lt. Gen. James Longstreet and
serving as webmistress for The Longstreet Society,
compiling the writings of Clara Barton, and
developing and conducting research and interpretive
programs. She has published several biographies of

The Prez Sez
JOB WELL DONE! I'm speaking of
Nancy and Jim Enright who took
over
publishing
the
Banner
newsletter more than three years ago
and were responsible for producing
the fine product you receive each
month. With their newspaper backgrounds they
researched, scheduled, and formatted interesting
topics for all the membership to enjoy.
Thanks again, Nancy and Jim.

Jack
Civil War participants on various Civil War websites,
published articles in numerous journals, and
presented lectures at Civil War Roundtables and The
American Herbal Society.
Susan has a BS in History from Excelsior College,
and is currently working on her Master’s degree in
Military History at American Military University.
She is a honorary lifetime member of the Longstreet
Society and the National Honor Society for History,
among many other organizations.
Beyond history, Susan enjoys decorative painting,
gardening, training and showing dogs, and traveling
overseas. (For more on Clara Barton’s Missing
Soldiers Office, see a related article on Page 3.)
Next Mo nt h ’s Sp eak er
At our next meeting, Feb. 21 at 7:30 pm, Garry
Adelman, Civil War Trust Director of History and
Education and Vice-President of the Center for Civil
War Photography will discuss the Science of Civil
War Photography.
At last month’s meeting . . .

Thanks to Andrew Banasik, Acting Superintendent at
the Monococy National Battlefield, for his insightful
presentation on the future of the Park and the restoration
of the Thomas House. Thanks also to Phil Dean for all his
efforts in making our Christmas Party a rousing success!
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Can you help?
Clara Barton’s Missing Soldiers Office needs
supplies, authentic Civil War reproductions
Years in the making, the meticulous restoration of
Clara Barton’s rediscovered Missing Soldiers Office
on 7th Street NW in Washington, DC, is nearly
complete and the 3rd floor office is scheduled to open
as a museum in September, under the auspices of the
National Museum of Civil War Medicine.
According to museum
superintendent
Susan
Rosenvold, the Missing
Soldiers Office is in need
of a large quantity of
assorted supplies —
everything from 1850s
reproduction furniture
appropriate for an office or boarding room to men’s
nightclothes, toothbrushes, and tin cups.
“Used condition is just fine, in fact, preferred in
some cases,” Susan explains. “The Office will be
completely interactive. Visitors will be able to sit at
desks, take ledgers and books from bookcases and so
forth while visiting the space.” Susan also stresses the
fact that items can be used or new, but authentic Civil
War reproductions only. The museum cannot accept
any originals unless they are exceptionally sturdy.
Susan has compiled an extensive list of needed
items — items such as supplies Clara (pictured above
in her office) would collect to send to soldiers:
bandages, lanterns, medicines (including dried herbs),
food stuffs of all sorts, coffee and teas, cast iron, tin or
copper cooking utensils, wine and liquor bottles,
candles, socks and shoes, blankets, pillows, quilts, and
any other items a soldier might need for comfort.
Also needed are books and any and all written
materials on Clara Barton (including children’s books),
any histories of other relief organizations helping in
the War effort, biographies of nurses, texts on the
women’s suffrage movement, abolitionism in
Massachusetts, and more.
These items may be dropped off at the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine, 48 E. Patrick Street,
in Frederick, or Susan can arrange to pick them up if
necessary. “Everything is greatly appreciated by an
education-thirsty public,” Susan says, “and these items
will be used as soon as they arrive.” For further
information or a complete list of what is needed, please
contact Susan Rosenvold at 301-695-1864, Ext. 15,
or 202-824-0613 or email clarabarton@CivilWarMed.org.

Washington’s Civil War exhibits (continued from Page 1)
to exploring the causes of the War and how it was
remembered in the ensuing years. Presented in three
parts, the exhibition showcases historic maps,
photographs, prints, political cartoons, music, and
newspapers of the time, drawn largely from the
special collections of the Boston Public Library. At
Ford’s Theatre Center for Education and
Leadership. Admission included in the price of a
daytime ticket to visit the theatre. Hours vary;
check Ford’s Theatre website for specific days and
times, through April 28.
National Portrait Gallery: The Gallery pays tribute
to the Civil War with a series of exhibits offering an
in-depth look at the conflict and key players.
Bound for Freedom’s Light: African Americans
and the Civil War focuses on the role of African
individuals in the Civil War and the
impact
of
the
Emancipation
Proclamation. Drawn primarily from
the Gallery’s collection, featured
stories are of Sojourner Truth
(pictured right), Frederick Douglas,
and Martin Delaney, among others.
Feb. 1 through March 2, 2014.
Mathew Brady’s Photographs of Union Generals
features modern albumen prints made from original
Brady negatives of the ever-changing roster of Union
generals from George McClellan and Ambrose
Burnside to William Tecumseh Sherman and Ulysses
Grant. Through May 2015.
Washington During the Civil War includes 40
photographic reproductions showing War activity
around the US Patent office, now home to the
National Portrait Gallery, along with other familiar
locations, and a display of forts protecting the District.
Dec. 13, 2013 through Jan. 25, 2015.
Additional Civil War-related exhibits are scheduled at
the National Portrait Gallery for 2014 and 2015.
Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture: The newly opened
exhibition “Changing America: The Emancipation
Proclamation, 1863, and the March on Washington,
1963” explores the historical context of those two
milestone events that occurred 100 years apart and
examines their impact on the generations that
followed. Note: While the new museum building is
under construction (expected to open in September
2015), this exhibition is located on the 2nd floor of the
National Museum of American History. Free, 10-5:30
daily, through Sept. 15.
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Ramblings from the Raffle Table
Happy New Year to you all! Hopefully you have all
survived another holiday season without totally
succumbing to exhaustion.
January is a great month to recuperate from all the
December frenzy. So light a fire, have a cup of tea (or
a snifter of brandy – your choice) and curl up with a
good book.
Did you read all your Christmas gift
books already? Well, the raffle table
has some great new offerings for you:
From your armchair you can be
“marching through Georgia” with
“Cump” in Sherman’s Civil War:
Selected Correspondence, 1860-1865,
a classic, comprehensive collection of
400 of his letters. Then lighten up
winter’s long evenings with Secret
Lives of the Civil War or “What your
teachers never told you about the War
Between the States.” This one is
certain to chase away your winter
blues. This is just a tantalizing hint of
what the Raffle Table will be offering this month!
Come early and get your tickets. We really
appreciate your participation in supporting the Round
Table’s local educational projects and the Civil War
Trust.
See you at the Raffle Table!
Kathi

Sesquicentennial Diary
Lincoln issues final Emancipation Proclamation
150 years ago, on Jan.1, 1863, Lincoln finalized the
Emancipation Proclamation he had issued in
preliminary form on September 22, 1862, following the
Battle of Antietam.
The document was a presidential order, based on
Lincoln’s authority as Commander in Chief of the
armies. Although it was not a law passed by Congress
and did not free all slaves (only those in non-Unionoccupied states), the proclamation has come to
symbolize that all people should be “forever free.”
Lincoln did not live to see “the promised land”
where slavery was outlawed throughout the nation. But
his Emancipation Proclamation, daring as it was when
it was issued mid-War, set the stage for the Thirteenth
Amendment, which was ratified just eight short months
after his assassination.
Lincoln would have been pleased.

MISSION
TO cultivate and preserve Frederick County’s Civil War
heritage and broaden the understanding of the Civil War Era
and its impact on our nation.
TO explore the many facets of the Civil War from the
battlefield to first-person narratives, including guest lectures
by writers and historians.
TO support historical projects and activities aimed at
increasing public interest and appreciation of our Civil War
history, both locally and nationally.

2012-2013 Board of Directors
Jack Sheriff, President
301-371-4148
jbsheriff1@comcast.net
Phillip Dean, Vice President
pd10X@comcast.net
Matt Borders, Secretary
301-639-6580
mborders@comcast.net
Bob Kozak, Treasurer
301-644-1396
KZAKR@aol.com
Jack Brennan, Webmaster
jackAC3@comcast.net
Gail Stephens, Program Chair
john_stephens@comcast.net
Kathy Fullerton, Membership Chair
katfull@aol.com
FCCWRT
P.O. Box 3232, Frederick MD 21705-3232
www.frederickcountycivilwarrt.org
Reminder . . .
If you haven’t already seen the acclaimed re-creation of
the controversial 1862 Brady Gallery exhibit of Alexander
Gardner’s photos of the dead soldiers at Antietam, “Bringing
the Story of War to Our Doorsteps” is on display daily
through Feb. 28 at the National Museum of Civil War
Medicine, Mon-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 11-5. For additional
information: www.frederickcountycivilwarrt.org.

Thanks!
I would like to thank you all for allowing me the
privilege of serving you as FCCWRT Board Secretary
for these past few years.
Also, I want to thank my wife, Nancy, for her
creativity and professionalism as Editor of the last 34
Banner of the Blue and Gray newsletters. It was a labor
of love for both of us. See you all at our meetings.
Jim Enright
Banner of the Blue and Gray Editor: Nancy Enright

